
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the first edition of the  

Cromwell Community Primary Phase Newsletter. 

I am absolutely delighted to be working at Cromwell Community College. I 

have spent 22 years working in Primary Education in Cambridge and am loving 

getting to know the journey past Year 6 to Post 16. It is a real privilege getting 

to know the pupils, staff, and college a whole year before the Primary Phase 

opens. I am looking forward to building an exciting curriculum that makes links 

and builds successfully on pupils’ prior knowledge and skills each year. I have a passion for 

developing outdoor learning opportunities and ensuring that the ‘arts’ have a firm foundation 

anchoring the curriculum to make it rich, exciting and memorable for our children. Mrs Claire 

Macdonald – Head of Primary Phase   

 The Build – you will see from Wenny Road that parts of the build have started. 

The hard standing for the compound is well underway. The actual ‘Ground 

Breaking’ will go ahead on 21st October so we can expect to see some 

significant difference after half term.   

Tours - I have been busy taking families on tours of the site, including the existing 

building with a focus different departments to look at what facilities children 

attending Cromwell will benefit from over their time at the college.  If you would 

like to book on a tour, please contact the main office. Dates overleaf. 

Local Museum - I enjoyed a visit to Chatteris Museum to meet one of the 

volunteers Sue Spooner and ex Head Teacher. Sue showed me around the 

museum and talked about the current projects the museum can offer. This has 

given a secure foundation on which to build the history curriculum for the primary 

phase linked to learning about the rich history of the local area.  We have also been very 

lucky to be given some exhibition stands from the museum to use in the primary site. These will 

be on display at Open Evening on 17th October. 

School uniform – samples have arrived and we are delighted with the design. 

Further samples will be sent soon and added to the uniform supplier website. Our 

uniform will consist of a burgundy jumper or cardigan with the logo, white polo 

shirt with the logo, black trousers, shorts or skirt with all black trainers or shoes. 

I have also been working with some year 10 and 11 pupils answering questions about their 

GSCE project work in Design Technology. Pupils are coming up with some very exciting designs 

for primary playground equipment and toys/games that can be used both inside and outside.  

There are also plans underway for the older pupils to create a mud kitchen from pallets that 

our youngest Early Years pupils can benefit from when they start in September 2020. 
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What is the reception baseline assessment?  The reception baseline assessment is a new 

national assessment that will be administered in reception classes in all primary, infant and first 

schools in England. This will form the baseline for primary progress measures, allowing schools 

to receive credit for the progress their pupils make throughout their time in primary school.  

Why is it being introduced? Currently, a key measure of how well a primary school is serving its 

pupils is the progress that they make between the end of key stage 1 (year 2) and the end of 

key stage 2 (year 6). This allows the government to take account of the fact that schools face 

different challenges given their pupils’ starting points. However, under the current 

arrangements, we are not able to give full credit for the important work that schools do 

between reception and year 2. The new reception baseline assessment will provide a 

snapshot of where pupils are when they arrive at school, enabling a new starting point to 

measure the progress that they make by the end of year 6. It will also enable the Department 

for Education (DfE) to remove statutory end of key stage 1 assessments, as they will no longer 

be the starting point for progress measures. This will reduce the overall burden of the statutory 

assessment system. 

Key Dates 

Tour dates for children starting school in Reception - September 2020 

 

Please book your place identifying how many adults and children will be attending the tour by 

contacting the main office:  

Phone: 01354 692193  

Address: Wenny Road, Chatteris PE16 6UU. For more information about admissions to primary 

school or to access the First Steps information go to. 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-&-learning/apply-

for-a-school-place We are on page 65 

Open evening – 17th October. This evening is mainly for Year 7 and Post 16, but please do 

come along and look at plans for the build and to find out more about the Primary Phase. 

Application for Reception Classes deadline - January 15th 2020 
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